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Out Yonder...
By Bill Secrest—Co-Chair

I was awakened this morning by the thrilling 
trumpeting of sandhill cranes flying right over the 
house.  I remember my first encounter with these 
huge, ancient birds about four decades ago.  It 
was way over yonder, near Unadilla at the Pinckney 
Recreation Area.  It wasn’t until about 20 years later, 
around the time we began our preservation work, 
that I met up with them again—this time in Superior 
Township.   

My beautiful wife, Misty and I are in our 30th year 
in Superior Township. I can recall excursions as a 
lad, riding in the family car out from Dearborn down 
Cherry Hill Road, to buy fresh sweet corn from the 
farm stands at “Canton Corners.”  Now Canton marks 
the western terminus of a sprawling metroplex that 
stretches about 60 miles from these glacial hills 
to Lake St. Clair.  For thirty years we have been 
watching the pavement closing in on our open, 
natural spaces like a noose.

A fresh volunteer to SMLC’s Land Protection 
Committee reiterated this experience in his letter of 
intent.  “Growing up in Livonia, I loved bicycling, but 

was sad to note that the 
countryside kept getting 
further and further away.”  
Indeed, it has been sad to 
watch those wild and open 
places vanish beneath the 
strip malls, parking lots and 
well-groomed subdivisions 
as Detroit went fallow 
and its population pushed 
outwards.  As it is said, 
“urban sprawl hurts us 
all.”  We’re not alone in this 
assessment.  Several other 
voices addressing this    

  situation are collected in 
this issue, and together, we are growing hope.

Last week our founder, Jack Smiley, posted an 
excited email.

As I was rounding up pen and paper to write this 
Co-Chair’s message (my thoughts flow more freely 
in longhand), an email popped up on my computer, 
asking for a charitable donation.  It was from a 
land conservation organization, too.  The message 
was friendly, and included some short, interesting 
“factoids” to highlight why I should give.

Organized land conservation won’t happen without 
giving by individuals, foundations, corporations, or all 
of us through our tax dollars.  We all get that….but 
most of us participate in land conservation because 
of what we get from the land.

We like the view.  We like the sounds of the birds.  
We like the “breather” we get passing through 
Superior Township, in the middle of a commute 
between metropolitan Detroit and Ann Arbor.  Some 
of us enjoy the luxury of living here.  Others visit 
area nature preserves to hike, stroll, contemplate, 
bird watch, or simply take it all in.

There’s also that satisfying feeling of knowing we’re 
doing the right thing.  We are helping wildlife to 
flourish alongside human 
activity.  We are promoting 
plant life that protects our 
water quality.  And we drive 
strategies to assure that 
future generations will be 
able to enjoy what the land 
has to offer, too.

I am an individual person 
who loves and appreciates 
land I don’t own.  I express 
these feelings through 
actions taken together 
with others—conservancy 
members, fellow citizens, 
and caring people in general.  None of us can save 
the world alone; but casting our lots together, we 
really can save precious bits of it.  To everyone 
reading this—especially participants with the Superior 
Township Chapter—thank you! See Yonder on pg. 7

Birders from around the region have been flocking to see the rare birds now 
being found in the hay fields at the Conservancy Farm.  

Photo by Juan Bradford 



Unlike more domesticated livestock that stay within boundaries to 
either graze behind fences or feed from troughs, honey bees forage 
where they will for water or plant resins or, most often, protein-rich 
pollen for raising brood and sugary nectar for making the honey that 
fuels their activity. As flowering patches all around them bloom and 
close like pop-up restaurants with varying hours of operation, they 
continuously scout for the source that currently best suits their needs 
and, once found, recruit their sisters to quickly exploit it before it 
vanishes. Even with a cornucopia provided near the hive they may 
prefer a more distant food source, finding it well worth flying further 
for sufficiently sweeter nectar or more nutritious pollen. They can 
readily fly two or three miles (up to five if desperate) from the hive.

This makes us as beekeepers very dependent upon quite a large circle 
of land around the apiary. Ideally, we would wish to plant our own 
property to provide them abundant quantities of the very best pollen 
and nectar for every day of the season, but that is greatly impractical 
if not actually impossible. They must and will explore the surrounding 
landscape, which has become increasingly hostile to bees, with rural 
areas often surprisingly worse than urban.

Rural land often has large areas of conventional agriculture with acres 
of monocultured, cash crop desert for bees to fly over. While desperate 
honey bees will gather poor pollen from maize, our common grain 
crops rely upon the wind and offer no nectar to entice pollinators. 
Most other local crops are brief and indifferent nectar sources. The 
once common practices of clover cover crops and letting alfalfa bloom 
have become as rare as tolerance of wildflowers around the fields. And 
there is the ever present worry of exposure to pesticides, either as 
spray or seed-coating dust. A forager may acquire enough of a dose to 
kill her outright before she returns to her hive or to kill her indirectly 
by addling her navigation, making her unable to find her way home. 

Repeated exposure will certainly shorten her active life, depriving the colony of her labor. In the very worst 
case she will find her way back and recruit more foragers that eventually return with enough toxin to kill the 
entire colony. It is uncommon, but it happens.

Residential properties can be as bad if they follow the stereotypical suburban model of a vast, manicured 
lawn that will not tolerate its green swath to be broken by even a blossom of clover let alone the pariah 
dandelion. Another desert for the honey bees. On the other hand, urban properties may do somewhat better 
than farms if the homeowner has relatively large flower beds and motivation to have a variety of blooms at all 
times. Unfortunately not every blossom is equally or at all useful to bees. Showy double flowers, for example, 
including most modern roses, keep their treasure tightly locked in a vault of petals not worth fighting to 
penetrate. And again there is the worry of pesticides, whether applied by the homeowner or the garden center 
where the flowers may have been bought.

The yard may also have flowering trees which with their layered canopies can provide more nectar 
than herbaceous plants covering the same area. The very best ones unfortunately may not to appeal to 
homeowners, being either insufficiently majestic like the weedy black locust, or too messy like the linden 
dripping nectar onto whatever is below, anointing the homeowner or damaging the paint of his car.

And so we appreciate our nearby acres of conserved lands, managed but largely kept wild. Rather like our 
honey bees. The benefits to them vary depending upon the exact nature of the nature being preserved, but 
even though no single area is or can be the platonic ideal of honey bee habitat, taken together the various 
parts provide a long-blooming diversity of pesticide-free, native forage.  This includes both obvious blooms 
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Honey and Preserves
By Gene and Margaret Szedenits—Local Beekeepers

See Honey on pg. 7
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Upcoming Events

August 25, 26, 27
Fri., Sat., Sun.
Noon - 8:30 Fri.
10:00 - 8:30 Sat.
11:00 - 6:00 Sun.

Ypsilanti Heritage Festival
STC Chapter has a booth
Riverside Park, Ypsilanti

September 10
Sunday
1:00pm - 4:30pm

SMLC Picnic at the Farm
Conservancy Farm
(8383 Vreeland Rd, Superior Twp.)

September 30
Saturday
6:30pm - 10:00pm

SMLC Hunter’s Moon Campfire
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve
(2252 N. Prospect Rd., Superior Twp.)
Hosted by the Superior Township Chapter

October 22
Sunday
1:15pm - 4:00pm

Autumn Spectacular (nature walk)
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve
(2252 N. Prospect Rd., Superior Twp.)

February 10, 2018
Saturday
Time TBD

SMLC Winter Walkabout (hike)
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve
(meet at Superior Township Hall)

I was stationed at Luke AFB in the Valley of the Sun 
in 1971, and on most days the smog was so thick it 
blotted out the mountains that surrounded Phoenix.  
This was when I had my first environmental 
epiphany. The land, the water and the air needed 
protection; and the people needed to be educated 
about protecting the environment and preserving 
land.  When I returned to Michigan and settled in 
Superior Township, I learned about the Southeast 
Michigan Land Conservancy and the good work being 
done in Superior Township.

As Supervisor of Superior Township I have been 
invited to many schools and engaged with many 
young people.  My strong impression is that 
this generation knows and understands that 
natural resources can only be stretched so far 
until something snaps, and many are interested 
in pursuing higher education at colleges and 
universities that have developed curriculums 
dedicated to the study of environmental engineering, 
law and economics.  I have great faith that our 
youth will move the world towards a new era of 
renewal and achievement.

—Ken Schwartz

My daughters and I have been going to LeFurge 
Woods campfires for many years.  They’ve found 
quite different ways to engage with nature on these 
magical evenings.  

Our older daughter roamed all over LeFurge, often 
by herself.  She is now studying climate change at a 
college in California.  Our younger daughter enjoys 
short walks on the trails, and especially loves to cook 
by the fire and get a milkshake at Chick Inn down 
the road from LeFurge.  She is now a high school 
student.

—Doug Cowherd

Land Preservation in Superior Township:
Local Members and Friends Share Their Perspectives

On one of the group’s nature hikes, I got to know 
SMLC and the Superior Township Chapter.  Being a 
nature loving person myself, I was glad to meet this 
group and was attracted to their effort and purpose. 
I became a member of the Community Organic 
Garden located in the heart of Superior Township in 
the group’s preserved land. 

I can hardly express how much pleasure this 
peaceful natural land gives me. The vast sky, 
clouds, birds (especially my beloved swallow) and 
barns gave me as much peace, joy, happiness and 
comforting as God could give.

I am very happy to have found a fantastic nature- 
loving group and advocates for saving nature.

—Jung Park

On a moonless night in Superior Township 50 years 
ago, you could not see your hand in front of your 
face; there was total darkness when you stood 
outside.  As the years rolled along, lights from the 
east began reflecting on the night sky.  Development 
was nearing.

The lights are still in the distance, because in the 
early 80’s the “fates” brought together a group of 
individuals who dared to believe Superior Township 
could remain basically the way it was, rural in 
character: establishing preserves, welcoming new 
growth in a principled way, so the Township could 
stay green, so you could look up at the night skies 
and see the stars.

     —Marion Morris
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I’m guessing my conservation roots go back to the 
80’s when development became an issue for us in 
Superior Township. I cheerfully remember talking 
to Colleen O’Neal and others about controlling 
development. As I look back since that time, it’s sad 
to see how much has been paved over in neighboring 
communities. 

The open spaces provide a defined boundary 
between the Ann Arbor and Detroit urban areas. 
They provide local food, habitat for wild critters, 
and recreation. They provide a space where more 
carbon dioxide is sequestered than created by 
human activity. They provide a place for rainfall to 
percolate through the ground, and slow its entry 
into waterways, reducing erosion and flash flooding 
caused by hard surface runoff.

It’s because of these reasons and being a farmer that 
conservation is important. As a farmer, taking care of 
the land is an important concept. Unlike a developer, 
that in a few seasons reaps a windfall profit and 
moves on; farmers are tied to the land in order to 
raise a plentiful supply of inexpensive wholesome 
food and fiber, to help sustain society. Farmers need 
to think about how their actions impact the long-
term ability to raise crops. Erosion, sediment control, 
and nutrient/pesticide management—on a budget—
are all important factors tied directly to conservation.

—David Zelisse

My Love of open, natural spaces is what draws me 
to the Conservancy. As development continues to 
expand, it is reassuring to know that so much of our 
land area will remain in its natural state. I deeply 
believe that we as humans need this connection to 
the natural world for any real quality of life, and I am 
extremely proud to be associated with all those who 
have and continue to make this possible.

     —Mary Emmett

Perspectives
Continued from Page 3

The Charter Township of Superior remains the last 
green space between Detroit and Ann Arbor. While 
growth will continue in the future, which is not 
bad, many acres of green space under the Land 
Conservancy will remain for future new generations. 

When my grandfather bought the farm in Superior 
Township nearly 100 years ago, the Township was 
nearly all farming. Today, few of the same families 
are still in the Township, let alone farming. The 
location of the Township makes it a place where 
many people desire to live. 

People will come and go, but the Township will 
remain Superior.

—William McFarlane

When I first moved to Superior Township in 1975, it 
was possible to walk unimpeded for a mile in almost 
any direction from my home and not come across 
another house. Foundations of old farmsteads and 
remnants of former orchards were part of the wide 
open spaces among which I was lucky enough to 
have settled and explored. Time has passed, and 42 
years later, there are still unimpeded vistas to be 
enjoyed. Some of the open space has been overrun 
by Buckthorn, Autumn Olive and Honeysuckle or  
punctuated by the occasional house, but overall, the 
tranquility of rural life has been retained.

I have been fortunate to belong to some of the local 
Conservancies over the years, and it is by their 
persistence and diligence and hard work that many 
of these vistas and open spaces, however altered, 
are still extant. The Township government also 
played a huge role through referendum, in which 
the population of Superior Township voted to remain 
rural, while our neighbors to the east in Canton 
elected to develop. As one crosses the County line 
at Ridge road, the difference is staggering. Our 
Township government continues to work to increase 
preserved land through various methods, including 
working closely with Washtenaw County Parks 
and Recreation, the Natural Areas Preservation 
and Ann Arbor Greenbelt programs, and our local 
conservancies.

I will always be proud of the efforts made in this 
Township to prioritize conservation and act to 
preserve so much of what makes Superior Township 
truly Superior. When you visit Cherry Hill Nature 
Preserve, or LeFurge Woods or Schroeter Park or 
any of the other parks and dedicated open spaces in 
the Township, remember and appreciate the efforts 
of the many concerned and dedicated people that 
went into the preservation of these unspoiled places 
so you and future generations might enjoy them.

—John Copley
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All Seasons Market & Deli has been and will continue 
to be supportive of land preservation. We very much 
enjoyed the SMLC Red Barn Bash and were very 
happy donating goods for the event.

We are very fortunate to have such an organization 
locally in the community that cares about preserving 
nature! 

Keep up the fantastic work!

 —Corey Ross, General Manager
All Seasons Market and Deli

 
A special magic every day is enjoyed in Superior 
Township.  Many thanks to the wonderful efforts 
of many caring citizens who respect and enjoy the 
living species and growing open spaces of over 2,500 
acres that have been generously acquired through 
the years by sellers and buyers working together. 
 
Congratulations to those who put these dreams and 
efforts forward to protect Mother Nature with the 
support of the Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 
and their generous organization. 

—Bill and Vivienne Young

As the founder of the Southeast Michigan Land 
Conservancy, with a background in urban planning, 
I recognized that Superior Township held a special 
place in the regional landscape.  It represented the 
best hope of curtailing the urban sprawl which has 
had a devastating impact on many communities in 
southeast Michigan—destroying both the countryside 
and established urban communities in one fell 
swoop.  While we have managed to collectively 
protect over 2,500 acres in the Township from 
development, it is only a good start.  Time is of the 
essence as the ugliness of suburban sprawl heads 
our way.  We need to redouble our efforts to protect 
the Township in order to truly keep it Superior.

—Jack R. Smiley

Having been brought up happily as a city youngster 
in Cleveland, Ohio, I had no idea that I really needed 
nature.  I learned that when my Girl Scout Troop 
of 32 girls wanted to become a Mounted Troop and 
concentrate on equestrian activities.  We joined the 
program at the John F. Ivory Farms and gave service 
there while making a huge difference in all of our 
lives.

Years later, when my husband, our three children, 
and I sought to relocate, we began to search for 
surroundings more compatible with our outdoor 
interests—horses, and trees, and lots of space.  
Luckily we discovered Superior Township with its 
master plan designed to protect rural and natural 
features.  And since our lifestyles always aimed 
to give back where we could, I joined the STC 
Chapter of SMLC and served happily on its Steering 
Committee for a few years.

I eventually resigned from the Steering Committee—
but not from SMLC’s goals.  It is very important 
to me and my adult son, who shares our 20 acres 
and horse facility, to have the feel more of being 
stewards of our property, rather than “owners.”
This, of course, fits right in with SMLC’s ideas, 
and we are so fortunate to have them as active 
stewards of our Township and its openness, beauty, 
conservation of animals, birds, indigenous plants, 
support of farming, and protection of our very 
diverse environment.  We are fortunate to have this 
group making sure our area stays protected in its 
natural state.

—Sue Hughes

Land preservation is an important activity in our 
community - Superior Township. The presence 
of natural areas is certainly a contributor to the 
quality of life we enjoy.  Perhaps as important as 
the presence of these high quality natural areas, 
though, is the work and commitment necessary to 
preserve them. Superior Township, its residents and 
public officials, have worked very hard to ensure 
that natural areas are preserved and available to 
the public for enjoyment, education, interpretation, 
etc. That commitment has made land preservation 
an important part of the culture of our community. 
We, as residents of this committed community, take 
pride in what has been accomplished.

Communities often acquire a reputation or character 
based upon the activities that seem important 
to its residents. In some instances, a community 
will become known for its interest in promotion or 
development of a particular industry or product. I 
am proud to know that Superior Township is well 
known, and appreciated, for its commitment to 
preserving the unique natural areas found within its 
borders. It is why we say - My Township is Superior!

—Tom Freeman
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Conservation in perpetuity takes an educated, high-functioning Board of Directors.

During the next two years, SMLC’s Board of Directors is undertaking the process of improving its ability 
to govern the organization and support its operations. With the assistance of an expert consultant, the 
Board will be considering what changes we can make to existing policies, organizational structures and 
means of communication that will guide us to becoming a stronger, better-functioning land conservancy.

This is not the exciting work of acquiring new properties or promoting responsible stewardship of our 
existing properties. Nor is it the fun work of meeting new potential members, holding fundraising events 
and dedicating preserves. Rather, it is the equally important (if not more so) work of defining how SMLC 
will be governed—now and in the future. Effective governance provides a solid base upon which SMLC 
can thrive.

Every Director on the Board is passionate about SMLC’s mission and wants nothing more than to see 
SMLC succeed in every possible way. We have committed ourselves to this less-than-glamorous work 
because we know that what we do will have effects that ripple out to everyone connected to, and who 
comes into contact with, SMLC. 

This edition of the STC Chapter Update newsletter is focusing on how individuals in a variety of capacities 
have experienced conservation in Superior Township. I want you to know that your Board of Directors has 
rolled up its sleeves and is hard at work to ensure that SMLC will continue to be a leader in conservation 
in this area and throughout southeast Michigan.

—Mary Ericson, SMLC President

Message from SMLC

Students at Eastern Michigan University are gaining 
valuable field experience at the four SMLC nature 
preserves that are managed with help from the 
Superior Township Chapter:  LeFurge Woods Nature 
Preserve, Jack R. Smiley Nature Preserve, Springhill 
Nature Preserve, and the Conservancy Farm.  A 
variety of EMU classes use these preserves for both 
class visits and small group projects.  These classes 
contain both undergraduate and graduate students, 
with majors in biology and many other fields. 

For example, in Dr. 
Emily Grman’s class 
on the Dynamics 
of Ecosystem 
Restoration (for 
non-biology 
majors), the final 
paper required 
students to develop 
a restoration plan 
for a particular 
preserve. Students 
visited the sites, 
assessed the 
stressors/threats, 
and made a plan 
for how they 
would alleviate the stressors/threats to restore 

the ecosystems on the property.  In Conservation 
Biology (Dr. Katy Greenwald), which is an academic 
service-learning class, students did some work at the 
Conservancy Farm, but their main project focused on 
how to increase volunteer recruitment for SMLC.  

Other classes use these preserves for field exercises 
and student research projects in the field of ecology/
conservation.  The Ecology Lab course (which is 
actually a field course) has historically used these 

preserves for a 
number of its field 
exercises.  

Most recently, 
students in Dr. Kristi 
Judd’s class have 
used LeFurge Woods 
to study 1) how tree 
species composition 
in the over- and 
understory can be 
used to predict future 
forest composition, 
2) how rates of 
seed predation 
(seeds consumed by 
animals and insects) 

vary between the forest edge and open fields, and 3) 

Future Scientists Find Opportunities in Superior Township
By Cathy Bach—EMU Biology Professor

Cataloging Diversity in LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve Photo by Kristi Judd

See Scientists on pg. 8
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One of the biggest threats to wildlife is habitat 
fragmentation, something that humans are 
constantly causing as we drain wetlands, lay 
concrete for roads, and construct large buildings 
for housing and businesses. The isolation resulting 
from habitat fragmentation can cause a harmful 
accumulation of detrimental traits in a population 
that can result in local extinction, especially in 
wildlife without the ability to fly, such as the many 
different snake species that we find here in Michigan.

Most people probably wouldn’t care if they never saw 
a snake again, but they are very important parts of 
the ecological community and their local extinction 
could be tragic for local ecosystems. Snakes are 
responsible for eating many insects that transfer 
diseases or destroy crops and backyard gardens. 
Snakes also keep harmful rodent populations at bay.  
In turn, snakes also become the food source of other 
animals such as eagles and hawks, which add to the 
aesthetic beauty of a landscape.

Here in Washtenaw County, the Southeast Michigan 
Land Conservancy and the properties they own 
within the Superior Greenway offer a great 

opportunity to study 
isolation and habitat 
fragmentation in 
some of Michigan’s 
native snakes. 
The contiguous 
properties in the 
Superior Greenway 
provide a great 
backdrop in which 
to compare more 
fragmented 
landscapes like 
the isolated parks 
of Ann Arbor.  My 
research involves 
Eastern Garter 

Snakes, Butler’s Garter Snakes, and Brown Snakes 
at various preserves and parks that differ in 
isolation.  By sampling these locations and collecting 
genetic data on these populations we can determine 
the amount of isolation between properties and 
determine the effects that urban development has on 
our local snakes. With these data we can determine 
if our urban snake populations are being threatened 
by life in cities and what we can adjust to help them 
thrive. This research could also allow SMLC to make 
adjustments to better connect their properties in the 
Superior Greenway and save our snakes.

as in the pollinator meadow at Kosch-Headwaters 
Preserve, as well as small, inconspicuous blossoms 
in forested areas that we overlook but that the bees 
diligently find and work—such as the evil poison ivy 
whose nectar is, unlike every part of the plant itself, 
happily nontoxic. All these native shrubs, trees, 
vines, and the rest that may never be chosen by 
us to decorate a tidy yard or provide a crop, were 
chosen by climate and time (and conservationists) to 
fill a niche and survive. While results are affected by 
each year’s weather, these native plants will, without 
human coddling, reliably try to produce their best for 
our honey bees and the other pollinators on which 
they depend.

On that note we must point out that our beloved 
honey bees are not a native species but, like 
many other immigrants, have adapted to become 
important contributors to the country. They are 
the glamorous poster child for all local pollinators, 
including thousands of species of native bees. They 
all share the problems of an increasingly inhospitable 
environment but with less human awareness or 
attempts at accommodation. They, too, are helped 
by the nature preserves around us and deservedly 
so, even if they do not provide us honey.

“Wow!  Thanks to the sharp eyes and 
ears of Taylor [Myatt, our Stewardship 
and Outreach Specialist], a state-
listed Endangered Species has 
now been confirmed as taking up 
residence in the hay field north of the 
Community Organic Garden.  Taylor 
found both a Dickcissel—a very rare 
bird—and a Henslow’s Sparrow, which 
is an exceptionally rare [Michigan]
Endangered Species (on par with 
Piping Plover and Kirtland’s Warbler).”

In taking up residence at our Conservancy Farm, the 
birds have joined our cause.  The birding community 
is literally a-twitter with excitement.

With our 26 years of patient, painstaking work, the 
nearly 2,500-acre Superior Greenway has been 
secured.  We like to see this as a fine beginning.  We 
will continue to strengthen our institutional integrity 
and deepen our capacity to fund similar preservation 
initiatives, both in this Township and throughout 
southeast Michigan.  We are committed to bringing 
“out yonder” closer to town, so that rising generations 
will continue to enjoy the calls of the wild birds.

Important Reptile Research in   
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve
By Jeffrey Barton—EMU Biology Student

Honey
Continued from Page 2

Yonder...
Continued from Page 1

Eastern Garter Snake     Photo by 
Jeffrey Barton
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“The conservationist’s most important task, if we are to save the earth, is to educate.” 
― Peter Scott

YES! I want to help preserve critical natural habitat in 
Superior Township by supporting Southeast Michigan 
Land Conservancy.

Please make checks payable to Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
and mail to:

Stewardship 
Endowment Fund

Or, direct my donation:

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
8383 Vreeland Rd
Superior Township, MI 48198

Or, make a secure online credit card donation at www.smlcland.org

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.  The donor received no 
goods or services in exchange for this donation.  E-mail used only for SMLC news/an-
nouncements.  We will never give or sell your personal information to any other group.
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Scientists
Continued from Page 6

the interactions between goldenrod 
plants and the insects producing 
goldenrod galls.  

Dr. Judd’s Wetland Ecosystems 
class has also visited the mitigated 
wetland and other forested 
wetlands at LeFurge Woods, and 
the students have conducted their 
independent research projects 
there.  She notes that this site is 
particularly valuable because it 
contains several different habitat 
types and has a distinct forest 
edge. 

These many uses of Superior 
Township preserves to educate 
students going into the field of 
conservation emphasize that the 
work of the Superior Township 
Chapter of SMLC is having an 
impact not only on our lives today, 
but also on the lives of future 
generations. 


